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eA Miracle of Mercies. & 
wen a true Relation of the horrible z | 


ogeltions, and tentations,wherwith Satan 


SS iced me A.W. Srationer of London, whereby 
he prevailed fo far, as to force me to fin grolly,and 
ro deſpaire feartully, inſo much,that he brought 
me near unto the making of my ſelte away, 
many and ſundry ways,from the which 
the Lord in mercy delivered me. 


& 
: 


7 And thereforc as a teſtimony of my thankful- 


neſſe to God, and love to my brethren,and former fin- 
full aſſociats: T have thought good ropubliſh i in print,both the 


manner and time of my conflict and alſo of my delivery. 


— 


Peruſed and allowed of, by four ur zodly , , and learned Divines in 
this Cirie. 


OO, = — — 


The ſccond Edition, Cor Corredied by the Author. 


E PHE.G. 13.16. 

Wherefore tako anto yore re Whole Armour of God, that ye may 
be able to Witrnfta: ad it te evil d. AY» 
Above all,t:hing the +4 Wu :f faith , Wherew th ye, hrall be able to 
quench allthe fiery dart; of the > ticked. 


a 
| ——. 


% Printed for Anthony Wildeon ae, and are to be ſoid at his 
5 houſe, in Lirrle-1/027 ae -ectc,tn Brenting Alley. 1643. 
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SECOND 


VV ARNING-PIECE. 


Being 4 true Relation of the horrible ſuggeſtions, and tentati. 
ons, wherewith Satan aſſaulied me, A, W. 6. 


being in hell torments, hee prayed Abrabamto fend 
| Lazarus to his fathers houſe, to warne his five Bre- 
thren,that they came not into that place of torments. 

Inlike manner, I having beenin mine owne apprehenſion, 
for a time, in the ſame place of torments, and thorow the mercy 
of the Lord, being delivered from thence; 1 have thought it 
meet to manifeſt as much charity as hee, towards my Brethren 
and afſociats,in warning them by my example,to beware of com- 
ming into that place. And to this end, I have thought it meet 
to ſet forth in print, a truc and perfe& Relation, how I have 
been aſſaulted;with.the fearful ſuggeſtions of Satan,as followeth. 

I having been guilty of the aRuall committing of ſome grofſe My falling in- 
ſins, even ſuchas the Apoſtle {aith, are not to be ſo much as once *2 ficknelle. 
named, as becommeth Saints ; it pleaſed the Lord to viſit mee, Eph.5-3- 
with a fearfull and dangerous ficknefle, which occafioned me 
to call my fins to remembrance, and I was much troubled in 

A 2 m:nd 


vw EE read in the Goſpel of Saint Leke, that the rich man Luk. c6.17,28 


Satans firſt 


Temprartion, 


2 Cor.12.3. 


The T rance. - 


The Young-mans ſecond Warning piece. 


mind about them ; but within a while, even within the ſpace of 
two, or three dayes, it pleated the Lordto give me ſome eaſe, 
both of mind and body ; at which time one William Parker 
comming to viſit me, I defired him toreade ſome portion of holy 
Scripture unto me,which accordingly he did ; and then I defired 
him to reade a ſinging Pſalme unto ine, which he likewiſe con- 
deſcended unto ; and firſt we ſung together the fifteenth Pſalme, 
and afterwards the thirteenth, untill we came to the laſt verſe, 
which containeth theſe words : 
.y - - 1will givethanhes nntothe Lord, 
' Andprayſes 10 him ſing, | 
Becauſe he hath heard my requeſt, 
And granted my wiſhing. 


Andevenin that moment of time, as we were entring on the 
firſt part of this verſe, Satan ſtood at my right hand, tempting 
me to blaſpheme the great, and feartull name of God, with the 
words of Jobs wife, to curſe God, &c. and this he forced 
{ſo vehemently on my mind, that I had no power to reſiſt him ; 
in ſo mnch, that Ithought verily I had done it indeed, and 
could not otherwiſe be perſ[waded, ſo that upen this occaſion I 
was diftra&ted,and could have no reſt night ner day, being verily 
perſwaded,that the Devil wonld fetch me away quick,and carry 
me into his own place of torments : thus I continued a while 
cryingout, I had committed ſucha finne, asthere was no hope 
of pardon for, and I was ſoout-ragious, that no one durft ſtay 
with me ire the Chamber ; then by my Maſters means, ' there 
came a Miniſterto viſit me, and by his inſtructions, I received 
alittle reſt of mind for a while, bat afterwards the Tempter 
came more vekemently,and prevailed indeed. 

Sothat hereupon then, I cannot ſay with the Apoſtle, 7 knew 
a mar'in Chriſt above fourteen yeers agoe, taken up into the third 
heaven : But I can ſay, I knew a man in Chriſt almoſt ten yeers 
z20e, Who was from his fick bed caſt down into the ſecond hell, 
in his own apprehenſion, and therefor a while moſt grievouſly 
tormented by the Devill, and his helliſh ſpirits ; and this was 
very tertible unto me, eſpecially conſidering how thoſe infernall 
ſpirits rejoyced at my comming thither, and being amengſt thoſe 

| ſpirits, 


Or, A Miracle of Mercies, 


ſpirits, me thought, theyupbrayded me with this vaine ſaying, 
On earth a Saint, in hell a Devill; and then how ready they were 
to <xccute their office to the full in tormenting me; alſo me 
theuzht, there were the ſpirits of ſome of my finfull acquain- 
tance there,ready to help to torment my ſoul. 


And here my brethren, behold and confider the craft and Note diligent- 
ſubtilty of this curſed Hell-hound, Satan, whe in all my life /- 


time before, tempted and provoked me to fin moſt fearfully ; 
which the Lord in his mercy was pleaſed, inthe time of this my 
ſickneſſe, to convince my conſcience of; Satan takes occaſion, 
kenceto ſuggeſt unto my Sonl, this tearfull apprehenſion, to wit, 
that for my unworthy recciving cf the Lords Supper, and my 
prophanation of his Sabbath and the like fins, I was tormented in 
Hell. 


Whence we may ſeeand behold, that Satan ſhapes his tentati- Obſerve. 


ons according te our ſeverall ſtates,conditions and diſpoſitions, 


But to proceed, after that I had lain about three or four A Viſioa. 


houres in the forefaid Trance, then me thought I was reſtored 
from thence,and ſtood ypon the Earth, and that all the Skie was 
on a light fire, and that Chriſt Jeſus cameto Judge the Earth, 
and was ſetupon his Throne, and that I was to appear before his 
Judgement ſeat. Immediately, then me thought I looked upon 
my ſelfe, and was a moſt blacke deformed and ugly Creature, 
both by reaſon I had beene ſuch a vile finner, and for that I 
had been inthe pit of Hell; and Oh ! me thought that if I were 


but like unto thoſe * two godly Miniſters, who were about their * Mr. vatha- 
maſters worke,or like my maſter, and my fellow prentice, or the nic! Shute and 


like,then ſhould I not be atraidto appear before Jeſus Chriſt ; for Mr. MuUine. 


I conceived them to be more free from fin then 1 was,&that they 
might appeare before the Judge without fear, but that could not I 
do. Inthistrance when I hadcontinued a while longer, I came 
to my ſelf, and then fell into a ſerious Conſideration ef thoſe 
things, which were very feartull & terrible to my Soul, not enely 
for the preſent, but a long time after : For though it pleaſed 
God to heale my body, and ſo raiſe me up from my fick bed, yet 
was 1t his good pleaſure to defer the healing of my foule a long 
time after. : 
In whichtime,the Deyill, who, as Father Latimer ſpeaks of 
him, 


| 


S atans ſecond 
rempration, 


Satans third 
tempcation. 


The Yowne-mans ſecond Warning-piece, 


him,is the onely diligent Biſhop ia his Dioccſſe, did beſtir him» 
ſelfe, and likea roaring Lyon went about {ceking to devoure 
me,tempting me to lay violent hands upon my ſelfe ; And this he 
did firſt by tempting me and provoking me to commit grofſe ſins, 
and then in ſuggeſting unto me after this manner as followeth. 

Wherefore doſt thou not make thy ſelfe away ? thou belong- 
eſt not to Chriſt, therefore it is thy beſt courſe to make thy ſelfe 
away quickly, for thou committeſt great ſins daily, and theres 
fore the longer thou liveſt the greater inner thou wilt be, and 
anſwerable to thy fins ſhall be thy torments in Hal fire. And 
truly brethren, this foul Fiend did prevail fo far with me here- 
by,that I was divers times very neere the making away of my 
{elfe ; I lived ſuch a Melancholy diſcontented lite, that indeed I 
was weary of living upon the earth, and I thought that death 
would put an end unto all miſeries here, and ſeeing I mult to 
hell at lalt,I had as good go ſooner as later. 

Whereupon, one day being very ſore aſſaulted after this man- 
ner ; there ſtanding a Ladder in the yard whereI dwelt, I was 
tempted to get a Cord to have hanged my ſelfe, but through 
Gods great mercy I was prevented. | 

Then he percciving he could not prevaile this way, he left 
off this tenta!ion for a ſeaſon, and yet he left not off tempting 
me to the committing of grofle fins, and wonld never let me be 
at quict except I were ating and committing one (in or other to 
the terrour and diſquieting of my Soul, inſomuch that I lived a 
moſt miſcrable diſcontented life, ſo that ſometimes, yea divers 
times T had not power to follow my Calling,but would oft fit by 
the fire, or lye upon my bed divers dayes together, and 
negle&t my bulineſſe, though I had ſcarce bread for my ſelte and 
my wife. 

Thus continuing for the ſpace of fix or ſeven yeeres, after my 
forementioned trance, Without peace orreſt, night or day, and 
playing many unadviſed wilfull teates, rej<Ring the Counſcll of 
my belt friends ; Atthe laſt the old Serpent comes again,with his 
former Aſſault and Tenration, labouring to put me upon the work 
of ſending both my ſoul and body in a bloody Chariot ſpeedily 
into Hell hire, 

And 
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Or, A Miracleof Mercies. 5 


And to eff this he takes his opportunity ona day, Ilying up- Sarans fourth 
on my bed in a miſerable diſcontented fit, and my wife going to *wp:-rion. 
market to buy proviſion, and lcaving me alone, I took a knife 1n 
my hand, and put it to my throat , and did ſo much with it that 
blood came out and I felt it ſmart. 

Whereupon it pleaſed the Etcroall God, Creator and Preſerver 5,4, mercial 
of all mankinde, to put this Meditation or Conſideration into my 4d-liveraicce, 
mind, O wretched man that thou art , art not thou able to abide 
one quarter of an houres paine and ſmart, in cutting thine owne 
throat, and wilt thou ſuffer the devill ſo to becu'le and couzen 
thee ſo much, as to perſwade thee thou art able to endure cter- 
nall torments, and fo to plunge thy ſoule into everlaſting miſery? 
Wherenpon me thought I heard the voyce of God from heaven, 
ſaying, O do not make away thy ſelfe , doſt thou know what I 
havefor thee to do ? 

Andſo My ſoxl(to ſpeak in the words of the Pſalmiſt) # e/ca- Plal.1z4.7. 
ped as a bird out of the ſnare of the Fowler, the ſnare ts broken and 1 
was delivered, bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 

Hewhbeit the Tempter left me not yet, but after that the Lord Satans fift 
had delivered me from my former danger, Satan followed me & mprarion. 
ſuggcited unto me,that it were beſt for ine to leave my wife and 
children,and livein ſome other place,and ſometimes that it were 
beſt for me to drown my ſeif,and very neer unto the doing of theſe 
and ſuch like wicked and unnaturall actions had Satan ſometimes 
brought me, but the Lord in mercy prevented him, 

And inall thistime give me leave alfo to tell you I had no heart Negle nor 
to Prayer, for being ſuch a wicked wretchas I apprehended my holy durics. 
my ſelfe to be, I was perſwaded that my prayers and all other 
duties were abominable, ſo that I did either oinit them, or elſe 
I performed them untowardly ; the truth is,I had no heart to any 
goodneſſe. : 

And thus brethren by reaſon of my yeelding unto Satans Yeeld notto 
tempting me firſt to the committing of (in, and then to deſpaire 29325 remp- 
and make away my ſelfe, by reaſon of my ſin, I endured a hel up- Om: 
on earth for the ſpace of above ten yeeres, and then it pleaſed the 
Lord,out of his abundant mercy, to deliver my ſoul-, and that by 
this meanes, 

I beirg at my workupon the 14. of November, 1643. my fel- 7,1. ,,:. x 
low workman andT falling into diſcourſe of good Minifters, he the Loras mer- 
told me that that evening 1 might heare a good Scrmon at Bar cy to me, 

tholomew 
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by: tholmew Lane, neere the Exchange, (o we having no great haſte 

| of work, we concluded to go together to hear it : and when we 

- camethicher we heard one Mr. ies, whoſe Text was 1 Cor. 
I6. 22. If any man love not the Lord leſws Chriſt, let him be 
anathema, Maran-atha : from which Text he dclivered ſuch hea- 

venly matter, concerning the excellent condition of them that 

love Chriſt, and ſolaid open the fearfull condition of them that 

doe not, with the properties and qualifications of true love to 

Chriſt, that through the mercy of God, it wrought fo upon my 
inner-man, that fince that time I bleſſe God, I have been well in 


minde. 
Brief Exhorta- And now Brethren,I beſeech you do not conceive of this Re- 
RS, lation as a fained or forged thing, for I profeſle unto you all,it is a 


moſt certain truth ; and therefore I beſeech you beleeve it, and 1a- 
bourto make good uſe of it : Oh learn by my example to beware 
of ſin,leſt God in juſtice,not ovly give you over to be temperally 
tempted by Satan,as he formerly hath done me, but alſo to be eter- 
nally tormented by him, without all hope of recovery. 

And you my Brethren of my Society, for to you eſpecially do 
I mtend my Exhortation, I beſeech you conſider, that you have 
more means, by reaſon that your Calling is oftner to have to doe 
with good Books, then many other Callings have; and yet alas 
"Methren, I feare we have been more profane and wicked, then 
ſuch as are of many other Callings. O beware of Intemperance 
and Excefle, for that we have been too guilty of ; Oh labour to 
know God,and to live with God, and keep clole to him in fre- 
quenting holy duties, both in publick & private;and fo turn unto' 
God with all our hearts, and that ſpeedily : And I beſeech you be 
thankfull to God for me,and pray for me, that the Lord who hath 
in mercy begun agood work in me, would confirm it unto the 
day of )eſus Chrilt ; which he grant for Chriſts fake, Amer. 


Q———m—_———_—_—_—_— L——— b—— 


Ow if any through ignorance may utter themſelves hereafier to be 
N perſwaded cither ty th.ir own corjuptior.s, or Satans remprations, that 

this former Relation is but a fained thing,or ſome melancholy Fir one- 
Iy,or ſuch like, 1 would entreat them to take an opportuni:y ro'come ro my 
houle in Little-3oodſtreet in Bunting-Alley , and 1 will with the Lords help, 
eye wa {ation I am able. , 


EXT F. 
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